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To the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen,Judge of the Cirevit Court for Lee 

County Virginia: 
Humblyv See etn a0 oratrix,M.0.Carter sheweth unto your hon- 
or,that on or about the 6th day of March,1I880,she was iegaliy 
married to one E.P.Carter,and that they lived and cohabited togeth- 
er aS man and wife until sometime in the year of I899,when without 
any fault on the part of your oratrix,her said husband abandoned 
your oratrix,and has eversince absolutely refused and failed to 
live and cohabit with her;that while your oratrix and her said hus~ 
band lived ‘and cohabited as man and wife there were born to them 


eight children,all of whom are still living,and whose names and 
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ages are as follows;Samuel E.,aged 22 years,Hattie,aged 50,Moren, ©... 


aged '8,Gale,15,tipton,!3,Lizzie,!!,Bobbie,9,and Roy,6,and all of 
whom except Samuel E.,are living with your oratrix,and are depend- 
ent upon her for their support. 

That your oratrix is now and has been for the twelve months next 
precedeing the institution of this suit,a citizen of said county 
and state. 

That the said E.P.Carter has within the last five years,at divers 
times and places committed acts of adultery with lewd woémen,and 
has given up the associations of his famild and is now and has been 
for the last three or four years,associating openly and notorious+- 
ly with the lowest and most lewd prostitutes in the country, to 
the shame “and mortification of his family;that on the 22 day of 
Vay 1902, at a little house on his farm in said county,and at divers 
other times, before and since then has committed adultery at the 
same and at divers other places in said county,without the consent 
or connivance of your oratrixjand that your oratrix has not cohab- 
ited with him since she learned of said adultery. 

That her husband the said E.P.Carter has failed and refused to 
Support your oratrix and family in a manner suited to their station 
in life since the year 1899,but on the contrary has left them in 
want of the common comforts of life. 


10ur Oratrix will now show your honor that she has no property 
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in her own right except an undivided half interest in a very poor 

tract of of land deeded to her and her said husband jointly,condi- 
tioned on their support and maintenance of one Mancy Hughs,whomis 

now living with and dependant for her support upon your oratrixe 

the said F.P.Carter having long since failed to longer contribute 

to the support of the said Nancy Hughs;that your oratrix has no 


money or other property with which to prosecute this suit and to 


- maintain herself and children. 


That the defendant has in addition to his interest in the farm 
above named two other tacts of land in the said county of Lee on 
Powels river,and known as the John Lucas farm and the Hobbs farm , 
which he resides on,but the metes and bounds of which your oratrix 
is unable to give at the present as she has not access to the ti- 
tle papers.;that said lands are reasonably worth gonad .00. 

That he has considerable personal property,to-wit:A span of fine 
mules,woth a#350u.00;apair of horses worth %200.00; three cows, two 
cales,and ten or twelve yearling cattle;eight or ten hogs,and a 
considerable amount of monev in the Pennington Gap FPank. 

Your oratrix further represents that the said E.P.Carter threat- 
ens,and your oratrix fears that he wil’ carry his threats into 
execution,to sell all of his property hereinbefore mentioned and 
described to prevent your oratrix from obtaining alimony therefrom 
for the support of herself and said children,and that her said hus- 
band ought to,restrained by the injuntion of this honorable court 
from selling,assigning,incumbering or otherwise disposing of the 
above described property,or of any part thereof,until the hearing 
of this cause,and until stitable provisions are made for the sup- 
pore /Of your oratrix and said ehildren. 

for as much therefore as your oratrix is remidiless in the prem- 
ises save in acourt of equityv,she prays that the said «§.P.Carter 
be made a party defendant to this bill,and be required to answer 
the same but he need not do so under oath,that being waived;that 
unt a ernie & vintnh Matern 
your Oratrix may ee defe:d- 


ant,that the care,austody anid education of thesaid ch ldren may 





be awarded to your oratrix;that your oratrix will be decreed such 
portions’ of the property: of ‘the defendant,or such sums of money 

to be paid by the defendant to vour Oratrix,as the court may deem 
necessary and proper for the maintenance of your oratrix and the 
said cnildren,and that the defendant may be required to pay to 
your oratrix a sufficient sum of money to enable her to emp boy 
counsel to prosecute this suit,and for the Support of your oratrix 
and the said children,during the pendancy of this Suitj;and that 
the said defendant be restrained and enjoined by an order of this 
court from selling,assigning incumbering or otherwise disposing 

of the above described property,herinbefore mentioned and described 
until the further order of the courtj;and that such Sthervand fur- 
cher relief may be afforded your orator as in the premises may be 


just and right and she will ever pray,ete, 


(rn YS Ye <t hf, 


Mn 0 iam Pit f 
a. @ barte. Oefl 


Te Meh OR a eB ee Bn 
te Ls) AE : 
2p la ceele OU c— a LZt/’AA_ a 
. weaeul> P27 CA1.heg J 


to) 


2, Cher 


LC _ 





Cama. «7 Cor tern LK *Iiiper oh, 2.8 1949. 
' ; MN PEE 


of fons Corky ad 





Vieeaee ks 6 ne 
e734 a (Peg B/ age 





O., Carter, Pl.ak varie. 


) 
) 
VS, ) In Chancery 
) 
) 


Heer. Cartex, Derendant. 
This cause came on this ae to be finally heard imon the complainants 
bill, and the depositions of witneses duly taken to be read as 
Sy LdShnes* ttn tee. cause, “And i+ appearing to-the covrt that the 
defendant having been duly Pe eC 2! OBCSe as required DY -ATaws 
and he has failed to appear to snswer or demur to said Diga > “and 
it) further appearing to the court from the devositions of witnesses, 
Micnetacth: of the admissio: of the parties, that the defendant within 
the last five years has been guilty of adultry, and thet he Has 
apandoned the plaitiff for a periog’ for more than thre years prior 
£6 the institution of this suit. It is therefore adjudced, ordered 
and decreed that the bond/of matrimony heretofore contracted and 
up to this time existing between the narties de, and the same is 
hereby dissolved, and the ssid parties declared to be sole cand? 
single. It 1s furthereadjudged, ordered and decred that the plaitiff 
be given the care and custody of the minor children named in the 
said complsintants bill. And it apnearimg to the court that the 
Bee ceri rights of the parties have bescn agreeshly settled between 
themselves... It is therefore adiudged,aocdered and decreed that said. 
agreement be hereby respected and adopted as the ordermeot: this court 
in this cause and that the said parties take, hold ana keep as their 
Seperate estates the property as set ovt in the deeds of conveyances 
made by the ssid parties on the day of Le OSs Ane 
that the restraining order herstcfore sntered in this cause be 
dissolved and set aside, when the defendant has paid the cost of 
this suit and the $50.00 suit money heretofore directed aumee to 
bespaid He. the-domplainent., | 

It i863 er Ga, ordered and decreed that the complsintant 
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recover of rate Costs of this seth ye this cause is 
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The depositions of George Gunn 
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taken at the law office of J.C.Noel,in the town of Pennington Gap, 

Lee county,Virginia,on the 26th'day of June,I903,by agreement of 

the parties by counsel,to be read in evidence in behalf of the 

plaintiff in a certain siut in equity ,depending in the Circuit 

Court for Lee county,in which M.0.Carter is plaintiff ,and E.P.Car- 

ter is the defendant. 

Present, J-C.Noel,counsel for the plaintiff. 
. E.P.Carter,and E.”.Pennington,his counsel. 
George Gunn,a witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposes 

and says: 

Ques.--State your age,residence and occupation? 

ANs.--I am 55 years old,live near Pennington Gap,Lee cou nty,Va. 
and am a farmer. 

Ques.-~Are you acquainted with E.P.Carter,the defendant to this suit 

Ans.--I am. 

Ques.--At any time within the last five years have you known him 

to have sexual intercourse wit any woman,other than his 
wife,M.0O.Carter? If so tell where it was at. 

Ans.-~I have known him to run about with women of bad character, 
have seen him out with them about dark,and have frequently 
seen him at the houses of prostitutes.I have seen him also 
hugging such women.This was there on his farm in Lee county, 
Va.,where he lives,and occurred within She last vear,. 

Cross examination. 

Ques.--Who else if you remember,saw the things which you have de- 

tailed? 

Ans.-- My brother John saw them,he is the only one I remember now. 

Ques.--I suppose you went and told Mrs.Carter these things as soon 

you saw them? 

Aussi did;snot tell ner ad all. 


And further this deponent sayeth not. 
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Franklin Arney,another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 

deposes and says: 

Ques.--State your age,residence and occupation? 

Ans.-- I am 55 years old,live near Pennington Gap,Va.,and a farmer / 

Ques.-~Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit,M.0.Carter 
and E.P.Carter? 

Ans.--I. am,have known them about four years. 

Ques.-~At any time within the said last four years have known 
E.P.Carter to have sexual intercourse with any woman, 
other than his wife,M.O.Carter? If so tell all about it. 
About a year ago I run across him out in the woods sitting 
on a log with another woman.It was in the night time, there 
was no one else with them.the woman bore the name of veing 
a lewd woman. 


Ques.--She lives in Lee County,Va.,and has lived there for several 


years,ever since I have known her. 


Cross Examinatio. 

Ques.-- I suppose that shortly after you saw Mr.Carter wit the 
woman as you have detailed,you went and told Mrs.Carter 
about it? 

Ans.--No,I never told her a word about it. 

Re-Examination. 
Ques.--Are the parties to this suit how living together as man 


and wife?If not how long have they been separated? 
Ans.-- Tey are not,they have been separated for more than three 


per this deponent sayeth not. 


Virginia,Lee County,to-wit: 

I,W.T.Orr,a Justice of the peace,in and for the county and state 
aforesaid do certify that the foregoing depositions of George 
Gunn and Franklin Arney were taken,sworn to and subscribed before 


me in my county aforesaid,at the time and place and for the pur+ 


pose therein,and in the caption tnereto,mentioned 
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Given under my hand this 26th day of June,I903. 








